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DETAILED ACTION 

This Office Action is responsive to application 10/028825, filed December 28, 
2001. 

Claims 1-9 have been examined. 



Priority 

Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C, ii9(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 
35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, 
or composition of matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may 
obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claim is directed to non- 
statutory subject matter as not being tangibly embodied in a media that is fixed. The 
claim as written may be embodied in a wave which is not a fixed median. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a 
foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year 
prior to the date of appUcation for patent in the United States. 
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/ Claims 1-7 and claim 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
/ A 

by Matsuzaki et al (U.S. 5,357,439), hereinafter Matsuzaki. 

Claim 1 

A managing method for ordering a composite apparatus formed by composing a 
plurality of units through an ordering apparatus and for managing said ordered 
composite apparatus, comprising the steps of: 

causing said ordering apparatus to receive unit information for specifying units 
constituting a composite apparatus (col. 1, lines 62-65) and create composite state 
information for specifying a composite state of units based on the received unit 
information (col. 2, lines 10-15), according to a predetermined rule (col. 16, lines 49-56); 

causing said composite apparatus to recognize unit information for specifying 
units to be composed itself and create composite state information for specifying a 
composite state of units based on the recognized unit information (col. 2, lines 10-15), 
according to the same rule as said rule (col. 16, lines 49-56); and 

comparing the composite state information created by said ordering apparatus 
and the composite state information created by said composite apparatus (col. 3, lines 
14-19). 

Claim 2 

A managing system comprising an ordering apparatus and a composite apparatus 
formed by composing a plurality of units, for ordering said composite apparatus through 
said ordering apparatus and for managing said ordered composite apparatus, wherein 

said ordering apparatus comprises: 
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means for receiving unit information for specifying units constituting a 
composite apparatus (coL i, lines 62-65); and 

first creating means for creating composite state information for specifying a 
composite state of units based on the received unit information (col. 2, lines 10-15), 
according to a predetermined rule (col. 16, lines 49-56), and said composite apparatus 
comprises: 

means for recognizing unit information for specifying units to be composed itself 
(col. 2, lines 10-15); and 

second creating means for creating composite state information for specifying a 
composite state of units based on the recognized unit information (col. 2, lines 10-15), 
according to the same rule as said rule (col. 16, lines 49-56). 

Claim ^ 

The managing system as set forth in Claim 2, wherein said ordering apparatus 
further comprises storing means for storing the composite state information created by 
said first creating means in association with composite apparatus information for 
specifying the composite apparatus (col. 7, lines 2-7). 

Claim 4 

The managing system as set forth in Claim 3, wherein 

said ordering apparatus and seiid composite apparatus are connected through a 
communication network (col. 5, lines 58-61), 

said composite apparatus further comprises means for transmitting the 
composite state information created by said second creating means to said ordering 
apparatus (col. 3, lines 7-11), and 
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said ordering apparatus further comprises means for comparing the transmitted 
composite state information and the composite state information corresponding to the 
composite apparatus information stored by said storing means (col. 3, lines 14-19). 

Claim ^ 

The managing system as set forth in Claim 2, further comprising a managing 
apparatus, connected to said ordering apparatus and said composite apparatus through 
a communication network, for managing said composite apparatus, wherein 

said ordering apparatus further comprises means for transmitting the composite 
state information created by said first creating means and composite apparatus 
information for specifying the composite apparatus to said managing apparatus (col. 5, 
lines 58-64), 

said composite apparatus further comprises means for transmitting the 
composite state information created by said second creating means to said managing 
apparatus (col. 5, lines 58-64), and 

said managing apparatus further comprises means for comparing the composite 
state information transmitted from said ordering apparatus and the composite state 
information transmitted from said composite apparatus (col. 3, lines 14-19). 

Claim 6 

A composite apparatus formed by composing a plurality of units, comprising: 
means for recognizing unit information for specifying units to be composed (col. 
2, lines 10-15): 
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means for creating composite state information for specifying a composite state 
of units based on the recognized unit information (coL 2, lines 10-15), according to a 
predetermined rule (col. 16, lines 49-56); and 

means for outputting the created composite state information to exterior (col. 1 
line 68, col. 2 line 1). 

Claim 7 

An ordering apparatus for ordering a composite apparatus formed by composing 
a plurality of units, comprising: 

means for receiving unit information for specifying units constituting a 
composite apparatus (col. 1, lines 62-65); 

means for creating composite state information for specifying a composite state 
of units based on the received unit information (col. 2, lines 10-15), according to a 
predetermined rule (col. 16, lines 49-56); and 

means for storing the created composite state information in association with 
composite apparatus information for specifying the composite apparatus (col. 7, lines 2- 
7); and 

means for comparing composite state information transmitted from exterior and 
created according to the same rule as said rule and the composite state information 
corresponding to the composite apparatus information stored by said storing means 
(col. 3, lines 14-19). 

Claim 8 

A computer program for ordering a composite apparatus formed by composing a 
plurality of units, comprising the steps of: 
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causing a computer to receive unit information for specifying units constituting a 
composite apparatus (col. i, lines 62-65); 

causing a computer to create composite state information for specifying a 
composite state of units based on the received unit information (col. 2, lines 10-15), 
according to a predetermined rule (col. 16, lines 49-56); 

causing a computer to store the created composite state information in 
association with composite apparatus information for specifying the composite 
apparatus (col. 7, lines 2-7); and 

causing a computer to compare composite state information (coL 3, lines 14-19) 
transmitted from exterior (col. 5, lines 58-64) and created according to the same rule as 
said rule and the composite state information corresponding to the composite apparatus 
information stored in said step for storing (col. 7, lines 2-7). 

Claim o 

A memory product readable by computers and storing therein a computer 
program for ordering a composite apparatus formed by composing a plurality of units, 
including: 

computer readable code means to cause a computer for receiving unit 
information for specifying units constituting a composite apparatus (col. 1, lines 62-65); 
Examiner interprets computer readable code means as product steps. 

computer readable code means to cause a computer for creating composite state 
information for specifying a composite state of units based on the received unit 
information (col. 2, Unes 10-15), according to a predetermined rule (col. 16, Unes 49-56); 



Application/Control Number: 10/028.825 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2121 

computer readable code means to cause a computer for storing the created 
composite state information in association with composite apparatus information for 
specifying the composite apparatus (col. 7, lines 2-7); and 

computer readable code means to cause a computer for comparing composite 
state information (col. 3, lines 14-19) transmitted from exterior (col. 5, lines 58-64) and 
created according to the same rule as said rule and said stored composite state 
information corresponding to the composite apparatus information (col. 2, lines 10-15). 

Conclusion 

The following is prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered 
pertinent to applicant's disclosure: 

1. Abraham et al, U. S. Patent No. 5,570,292 

2. Petrovich et al, U.S. Patent No. 6,101,483 

3. Freeman et al, U.S. Patent No. 6,134,557 

4. Callahan et al, U.S. PG Pub. 2002/0023046 

5. Intelligent agent platform for procurement, K. Subramanian, S. Lee, Tey Kar 
Shiang, Gan Beng Sue, Systems, Man, and Cybernetics, 1999. IEEE International 
Conference, volume 3, 12-15 Oct. 1999, pages 107-112. 

Correspondence Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mai T. Tran whose telephone number is (571) 272-4238. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:00am- 5:30pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Anthony Knight can be reached on (571) 272-3687. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



M.T.T 

Patent Examiner 
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